
Charles Wayne Bailey
December 27, 1938 - January 26, 2024

Lafayette - 

Charles Wayne Bailey passed away peacefully on January 26th, 2024, at the
age of 85. 

He was born on December 27,1938, in Russellville, Arkansas, the eldest child
of Willard Bailey and Rebba Robertson. When he was a young boy, they
moved to Connecticut for his dad to pursue work at the paper mill. He played
baseball as a child, worked as a caddy as a young man and later went on to
graduate from UCONN. After finishing college, he joined the Army. During his
time in the Army, he was stationed in Temple, Texas. In 1962, he married
Nancy Miller, a nursing student, whom he had met in Connecticut. In January
of 1973, the winters became too much, so Charles took his young family and
left Connecticut. They took a 7-month-long cross-country trip, visiting state
parks, friends, and family along the way, and finally settled in Houston, Texas
in July of 1973. 

Charles was a computer programmer and worked at TRW mission for many
years. He later did contract work in New Mexico, Georgia, and Tennessee. He
fell in love with Santa Fe and traveled there often. At the end of his career, he
was “on call” during the Y2K transition. Later in life, Charles enjoyed trips to
Connecticut to see the fall leaves and visit his sister and former classmates



while there. He also enjoyed trips to Arkansas where he would drive fast
through the winding mountains. In his retirement, he enjoyed family trips to
Lake Belton, Texas with his daughters, their spouses, Nancy, and his
grandchildren, where he enjoyed hiking and napping. 

Charles was a great tourist and always managed to find great places to go
when traveling. He loved his coffee and newspaper. He remained in the
Houston area until 5 years ago when he moved to an assisted living center
near his daughter, Allison, who moved to Lafayette, LA. around the same
time. He was known as Charlie or Chuck to his friends in Texas and Papa
Bailey by his grandchildren. He was a gifted artist, a gentle soul, and loved
nice cars, especially German cars, and owned several throughout his life. He
will be missed by all who loved him. 

He is survived by his siblings, Jimmy Bailey of Florida and his wife, Dolores
Bailey, Patricia Rich of South Carolina, his daughters, Allison Sue and
husband Benjamin Sonnier of Lafayette, Louisiana; Kristen Ann and husband
Jerry Sattler of Denton, Texas; grandchildren, Katie Lopez and husband Jose,
Matthew Sonnier and fiancé Summer Watts, Andrew Sonnier, Abby McGee
and fiancé, Tucker Voyles, Sarah McGee, and one great grandchild, Elena
Lopez; along with many nieces, nephews and cousins. He is also survived by
very special friends, Margaret Ellison and Tom and Liz Barber. 

Thank you to The Blake of Lafayette for caring for him for the last five years of
his life and Amelia Manor Nursing Home and Heart of Hospice for caring for
him at the end of his life. 

A private family celebration of life will take place at a later date. 

Cypress Funeral Home & Crematory, 206 W. Lafayette St., Maurice, LA
70555, (337) 740-3123, is in charge of arrangements.





Tribute Wall

SM

KM

KM

Sarah McGee - January 29, 2024 at 12:49 PM

Rest in peace Papa, I will always remember your cups of coffee and
you so focused on the newspaper in Lake Belton. I love you!

Kristen McGee - January 28, 2024 at 08:02 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall

Kristen McGee - January 28, 2024 at 07:46 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall
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Kristen McGee - January 28, 2024 at 07:36 PM

6 files added to the tribute wall

Kristen McGee - January 28, 2024 at 07:22 PM

7 files added to the tribute wall

Allison Sonnier - January 28, 2024 at 03:42 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall
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Allison Sonnier - January 28, 2024 at 03:39 PM

6 files added to the album Dad LOve Allison

Jerry Sattler - January 28, 2024 at 02:43 PM

I had the opportunity to meet Charlie in July of 2022. I wanted to
marry his daughter (Kristen) and I wanted to attempt to get his
blessing. I knew it would be a challenge but I needed to try. When
Kristen stepped away I used that time to talk to him. 
 
I told him what a wonderful lady Kristen was and that he had done
an amazing job. I let him know that he wouldn't have to worry about
her and my intentions were to love and care for her the rest of her
life. A moment later, as tears welled in Charlie's eyes, he
acknowledged what I'd said. I think there was Grace in that moment
of lucidity between us. 
 
I wished I had known him before the dementia but I'll be forever
grateful for that moment between us.
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Kristen McGee - January 28, 2024 at 11:04 AM

Dad, you were a dignified man who never raised your voice towards
others. You were graceful and kind and so sweet especially in your
later years. Thank you for shaping me into the person that I am
today. Love you 

abby mcgee - January 28, 2024 at 10:51 AM

Rest in peace, Papa.  I remember our trips to Lake Belton and
Kemah fondly.

Sarah Holt - January 26, 2024 at 09:38 PM

Kristen and Allison, Our thoughts of peace and comfort are lifted up
for you as you grieve the loss of your father. 

  
Margaret Jane, Your Charlie Wayne was such a huge part of our life
during your time together. His constant participation in Christmas,
Easters, ball games, graduations are some of our fondest
memories. Your sweet doting devotion to each other was magic. We
love you and share your sadness over the loss of Charlie Wayne. 

  
Sarah, Gabrielle, and Mason Holt
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Kristen McGee - January 28, 2024 at 11:04 AM

Thank you Sarah. I hope you and your family are well 

Allison Sonnier - January 29, 2024 at 04:21 PM

Thank you so much Sarah!

allison - January 26, 2024 at 08:21 PM

One thing I forgot to mention about my Dad is that he was a
phenomenal tennis player back in the day. He started teaching me
when I was about six. I later played in many tournaments and won
them all. It was because of my daddy. He was a good teacher too!


